Epworth Chapel on the Green
May 13, 2007

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Rev. Dr. Brook Thelander

Acts 14:8-18

Psalm 67

Revelation 21:22-22:5
John 14:23-31

In the 1928 edition of thBook of Common Prayer, today is known as
Rogation Sunday. The word comes from the |IRogare, which means “to walk
around.” Rogation is an old English festival ohmting, because on that day
people in English parishes would walk around thenol@aries of the fields to bless
the ground and the seed, and to pray for God'shlign the farmers during the
critical time of planting.

Rogation days are not universally observed, bigtgertainly appropriate
for us to pray for God’s blessing on the farmerthefworld, especially during the
planting season. And it is certainly appropriat@tay that God will watch over
the crops and bring them to fruitful harvest.

By way of a spiritual analogy, it is also apprapei for us to continue to
pray for all of those throughout the Church whosoeing Gospel seed, whether
it be here in North America or on foreign fieldset us pray that God will bless
his Word wherever and whenever it is being senirdotthe world, and that in

due season the spiritual harvest will be abundant.



Now, in today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus continuesdotht about love. Love is
the foundation of what binds him to the Father embdis disciples. And love is
also what produces obedience. Jesus notes: “Mioséove me will obey my
commandments.”

When love is demonstrated through obedience, songeamazing happens.
Jesus says, “My father will love those who obeyl @ will come to them and
live them them” (v. 23). Other translations rendiesus’ words, “we will make
our home with them.”

The word “home” here is the same word that appatise beginning of
this chapter in John’s Gospel, where Jesus encesitiaig disciples by saying, “let
not your hearts be troubled; you believe in Godiglie also in me. In my
Father’'s house are many “rooms” or “dwelling pldq@shn 14:1-2).

If we connect these two uses of the word “homes”see that Jesus
promises his disciples a “room” or dwelling placehwGodin the future. But he
promises them something else. He also promises that the Father and he will
come and make their “home” with the disciphese and now, in the present.

Now, let’s try to wrap our minds around the magadé of these promises.
The idea of us going to dwell with God at some poirthe future sets our hearts
ablaze. It makes us want to leap with joy, to shath praise (or at least it ought

to).



If you have trouble with this, pay attention tspages like what we have
today from the Revelation. Allow your mind to wamdh little, to stray from the
things of earth and to wander off to the thingbedven.

Picture a world where there is no crime, no dieeas poverty, no abuse,
and no brokenness. Picture a world where litti&lcen do not go to bed hungry
at night. A world where hospitals are forced oubwasiness. A world where
shelters for battered women are a thing of the. pastture a world where violence
and bloodshed have given wayst@alom, the peace of God. Picture a world
where the crooked has been made straight, theysdileve been exalted, and the
hills have been brought low. Picture it, for orag/ dve shall go to dwell with God.

But in the mean time, we still live now, in theepent. Imagining a nice
future is great, but is there anything that camp lusl as we live right now?

Jesus says, “the Father and | will come to yod,vaifl make our home with
you.

This is wonderful news indeed. But how does pggen? How will Jesus
come to dwell with us, especially when he is prapato ascend to the Father?

The answer: through the Counselor, the ComfotterTeacher, the Holy

Spirit, whom Jesus will send to us.



What a wonderful promise it is that one day wdlg@mto dwell with God.
And we look forward to that day. But in the meamgj we're stillhere, and it's
hard to live today on promises for tomorrow.

But Jesus hasn’t forgotten that. He won't leas@lone. He won't leave us
to figure it all out without help. While we’re waig and preparing to go and
dwell with God, God wants to come and dwell with-usght here, right now.
God has made a way for Jesus to be present wittvas,in hisabsence. The
Holy Spirit will come along side us, and he willntmue to link us to Jesus, to
make Jesus known to us, to remind us of what Jésught us, and to guide us
into all truth. As we prepare to go and dwell witsus, Jesus promises to dwell
with us andn us through the Holy Spirit.

As we come to the Table this morning, let us ghanks for the promise
that a day is coming when we shall go to dwell wiglsus. Let us rejoice and
glory in that promise.

And let us also give thanks that while we waigsukecontinues to dwell with
us through the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus g@ayo the Father, but he is still
very much with us. So let us love him, and onelaer like there is no tomorrow.
Let us allow him to make his home in us, to dwellyfin us, even as we prepare
to go and dwell with him.

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, andeHoly Spirit. Amen.






